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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to the Request for Continued Examination filed 14 May 

2007. 

Claim Rejections -35 use §102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-12 and 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hogle (US Patent 5,923,307). 

Regarding claim 1, Hogle teaches an application providing image information data for a 
display image to be displayed on at least two display areas such that a portion of the display 
image appears on one display area an another portion of the display image appears on at least 
one other display area (taught as the use of applications to provide information for display on a 
computer system, at col. 5, lines 53-56, the images being shown split between two separate 
monitors at col. 1, lines 62-67 and Fig. 4), an image replicator so arranged and constructed to 
receive the image information data from the application and to replicate the image information 
data to provide display associated image information data associated with each display area 
wherein the display associated image information data is to be displayed on the associated 
display area (taught as the use of a graphic device interface, or "GDI", for drawing graphics on 
the screen of a monitor, at col. 7, lines 26-28), and a viewer associated with each display area, 
so constructed and arranged to received the image information data from the image replicator,, 
which receives the associated image information data associated with each display area 
wherein at least one viewer transforms the associated image information data such that when 
images are displayed on each display area from the associated image information data the 
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resulting displayed image on at least two display areas appears substantially continuous such 
that the sizes of the portions of the display images on each of the at least two display areas 
appear to be substantially similar to a viewer situated to view the displayed image (taught as the 
use of a display drivers on a monitor for displaying information, at col. 9, lines 43-45, in which 
the image may span two monitor spaces, as seen in Fig. 4, and taught at col. 1 , lines 62-67). 
Furthermore, Hdgle teaches the displayed resolution of the image displayed on at least one of 
the at least two display areas being substantially different from the displayed resolution of the 
image displayed on at least one other of the at least two display areas (taught as the 
reconfiguring of varying-resolution displays into a contiguous, non-overlapping workspace, at 
col. 1 1 , lines 48-59, and the manipulation of a displayed graphic object to maintain the location 
of the object in response to a display geometry change, such as a resolution change, as taught 
at col. 3, lines 14-29). 

Regarding claim 2, Hogle teaches a first viewer transforms a first image information data 
and a second viewer transforms a second image information data, taught inherently as the 
display of infomiation by the device drivers of col. 9, lines 43-45. 

Regarding claim 3, Hogle teaches at col. 9, lines 50-54 a forking display driver which 
splits a graphics stream into "parts equal to the number of monitors being used", which 
encompasses the claimed at least three viewers. 

Regarding claim 4, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the associated image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image is scaled in size, taught as 
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the resizing of windows or other display regions in response to a display geometry change, at 
col. 10, lines 30-35. 

Regarding claim 5, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the associated image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image is clipped, taught inherently 
as the display of one window between two monitors in Fig. 16a, where the window is clipped at 
the edge of the monitor so as to keep a continuous image appearance. 

Regarding claim 6, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the associated image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image is translated, taught as the 
ability of the user to move objects around the virtual desktop space, at col. 1, lines 62-67. 

Regarding claim 7, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the associated image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image has modified colors, taught 
as the conversion of an image color to match the limitations of an adaptor or monitor, at col. 7, 
lines 58-63. 

Regarding claim 8, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the associated image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image is rotated, taught as the 
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contiguous display of an image on a first monitor in a rotated or inverted relationship with a 
second monitor, at Appendix A, col. 18. 

Regarding claim 9, Hogle teaches receiving user input data before the step of providing 
image information data wherein the user input data is used to provide the image information 
data, taught as the ability of the user to move objects around the virtual desktop space, at col. 1, 
lines 62-67. 

Regarding claim 10, Hogle teaches sending the image information data to the 
associated display area, taught inherently as the display of an image on a monitor, at col. 1, 
lines 62-67. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Hogle teaches an application providing image information data for 
an image to be displayed on first and second display areas such that a portion of the display 
image appears on the ftrst display area and a portion of the display image appears on the 
second display (taught as the use of applications to provide information for display on a 
'computer system, at col. 5, lines 53-56, and the display of a singe image split between two 
separate monitors, at col. 1, lines 62-67 and Fig. 4), an image replicator so arranged and 
constructed to receive the image information data for the application and to replicate the image 
information to provide image information data associated with each display area wherein the 
image information data associated with each display area is to be displayed on the associated 
display area (taught as the use of a graphic device interface, or "GDI", for drawing graphics on 
the screen of a monitor, at col. 7, lines 26-28), and first and second viewers associated with 
each display area, so constructed and arranged to received the image information data from the 
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image replicator, which receives the associated image information data associated with each 
display area wherein at least one viewer transforms the associated image information data such 
that when images are displayed on each display area from the associated image information 
data the resulting displayed image on at least two display areas appears substantially 
continuous such that the sizes of the images on the first and second display areas appear 
substantially similar to a viewer situated to view the displayed image (taught as the use of a 
display drivers on a monitor for displaying information, at col. 9, lines 43-45, where the image 
may span two monitor spaces, as seen in Fig. 4, and taught at col. 1, lines 62-67). 
Furthermore, Hogle teaches the displayed resolution of the image displayed on at least one of 
the at least two display areas being substantially different from the displayed resolution of the 
image displayed on at least one other of the at least two display areas (taught as the 
reconfiguring of varying-resolution displays into a contiguous, non-overlapping workspace, at 
col. 1 1 , lines 48-59, and the manipulation of a displayed graphic object to maintain the location 
of the object in response to a display geometry change, such as a resolution change, as taught 
at col. 3, lines 14-29). 

Regarding claim 12, Hogle teaches a first viewer transforms a first image information 
data and a second viewer transforms a second image information data, taught inherently as the 
display of information by the device drivers of col. 9, lines 43-45. 



Regarding claim 14, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the first image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image is scaled in size, taught as 
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the resizing of windows or other display regions in response to a display geometry change, at 
col. lOJines 30-35. 

Regarding claim 15, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the first image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image is clipped, taught inherently 
as the display of one window between two monitors in Fig. 16a, where the window is clipped at 
the edge of the monitor so as to keep a continuous image appearance. 

Regarding claim 16, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the first image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image is translated, taught as the 
ability of the user to move objects around the virtual desktop space, at col. 1, lines 62-67. 

Regarding claim 17, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the first image 
information data comprising transfomiing the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image has modified colors, taught 
as the conversion of an image color to match the limitations of an adaptor or monitor, at col. 7, 
lines 58-63. 

Regarding claim 18, Hogle teaches transforming at least one of the first image 
information data comprising transforming the image information data such that when an image 
is displayed from the image information data, the displayed image is rotated, taught as the 
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contiguous display of an image on a first monitor in a rotated or inverted relationship with a 
second monitor, at Appendix A, col. 18. 

Regarding claim 19, Hogle teaches receiving user input data before the step of providing 
image information data wherein the user input data is used to provide the image information 
data, taught as the ability of the user to move objects around the virtual desktop space, at col. 1 , 
lines 62-67. 

Regarding claim 20, Hogle teaches sending the image information data to the 
associated display area, taught Inherently as the display of an image on a monitor, at col. 1, 
lines 62-67. 

Regarding claim 21, Hogle teaches receiving user input data before the step of providing 
image information data wherein the user input data is used to provide the image information 
data to be displayed on the two display areas such that a portion of the display image appears 
on the first display area and a portion of the display image appears on the second display area, 
taught as the ability of the user to move objects around the virtual desktop space, at col. 1, lines 
62-67, and the splitting of an image between two virtual spaces, at col. 1, lines 62-67 and Fig. 4. 
Furthermore, Hogle teaches an application providing image information data for an image 
(taught as the use of applications to provide information for display on a computer system, at 
col. 5, lines 53-56), an image replicator so arranged and constructed to receive the image 
information data for the application and to replicate the image information to provide image 
information data associated with each display area wherein the image information data 
associated with each display area is to be displayed on the associated display area (taught as 
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the use of a graphic device interface, or "GDI", for drawing graphics on the screen of a monitor, 
at col. 7, lines 26-28), and first and second viewers associated with each display area, so 
constructed and arranged to received the image information data from the image replicator, 
which receives the associated image information data associated with each display area 
wherein at least one viewer transforms the associated image information data such that when 
images are displayed on each display area from the associated image information data the 
resulting displayed image on at least two display areas appears substantially continuous such 
that the sizes of the images on the first and second display areas appear substantially similar to 
a viewer situated to view the displayed image (taught as the use of a display drivers on a 
monitor for displaying information, at col. 9, lines 43-45, where the image my span two monitor 
spaces, as seen in Fig. 4 and taught at col. 1 , lines 62-67). Furthermore, Hogle teaches the 
displayed resolution of the image displayed on at least one of the at least two display areas 
being substantially different from the displayed resolution of the image displayed on at least one 
other of the at least two display areas (taught as the reconfiguring of varying-resolution displays 
into a contiguous, non-overlapping workspace, at col. 11, lines 48-59, and the manipulation of a 
displayed graphic object to maintain the location of the object in response to a display geometry 
change, such as a resolution change, as taught at col. 3, lines 14-29). Hogle also teaches a 
first viewer transforms a first image information data and a second viewer transforms a second 
image information data, taught inherently as the display of information by the device drivers of 
col. 9, lines 43-45. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 14 May 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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Applicant's remarks of pages 9-14 are centered around the basic argument that Hogle 
fails to teach "a continuous display with portions displayed in substantially different resolutions 
and pixel sizes while the sizes of the images remain substantially the same" (page 10). While 
Hogle discloses that switching between resolutions on a display does not maintain window size, 
instead increasing or decreasing it in relation to the resolution change (see col. 9, lines 21-42), 
the examiner contends that Applicant's use of "substantially different", "substantially 
continuous", and "substantially similar" render the related claim limitations subjective and largely 
indefinable. For instance, claim 1 recites, "the display image appears substantially continuous 
such that the sizes of the portions of the display images on each of the at least two display 
areas appear to be substantially similar to a viewer situated to view the display image". As 
indicated by the claims, the user is held responsible for deciding whether or not the sizes of the 
display images are "substantially similar", and as opinion differs from user to user, the examiner 
believes broad and reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations is necessary. As indicated 
above, Hogle teaches two displays having different resolutions, the ability to display a window or 
other such graphical element across the two displays, and discloses that a goal of the invention 
with respect to gap and overlap removal and monitor configuration change is to "not disconcert 
the end-user" and "avert end-user astonishment" (see col. 3, lines 52-62). Therefore, as Hogle 
teaches the display across different resolutions and pixel sizes, and the determination of the 
images being substantially continuous or substantially the same size being left to the subjectivity 
of the user, the examiner contends that Hogle does indeed teach "a continuous display with 
portions displayed in substantially different resolutions and pixel sizes while the sizes of the 
images remain substantially the same". 



Conclusion 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented In this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael Roswell whose telephone number is (571) 272-4055. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4046. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/015,680 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2173 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the. PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Michael Roswell 
7/12/2007 
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